Welcome, thank you for coming to the 2014 Ella Baker Day. 

My name is ______________, and I’m title.

I want to spend a few minutes speaking to you about who Ella Baker is and why we should endorse a day in honor of her.
Ella Josephine Baker was born December 13, 1903, in Norfolk, Virginia, to Georgianna Ross Baker and Blake Baker. Both sets of her grandparents grew up under slavery. Baker, with the support and encouragement of her family, graduated in April 1927 from Shaw University in North Carolina and was valedictorian.  She became involved in social justice movements early in her life.  By her late thirties she was a field secretary for the NAACP, and a few years later she became the national director of branches for the NAACP.  In 1957 she became the director of Dr. Martin Luther King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference; she was pivotal in this organization’s early successes and led Dr. King’s book tour while he was recovering from being stabbed.  In April of 1960, Ella Baker organized a weekend of meetings and mentored students at Shaw University in North Carolina; the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, more commonly known as SNCC, was birthed from these meetings and Baker’s mentorship.  SNCC was one of the Civil Rights Movement’s most successful organizations through its sit-ins, “jail no bail,” and freedom bus rides.  Via SNCC, Ella Baker also mentored some of the movement’s most intrepid and successful organizers including John Lewis, Julian Bond, and Stokeley Carmichael.  More than working with these organizations, however, Baker was focused on working with the disenfranchised without care for recognition or for attaining the limelight in the ways that some other Movement leaders sought.  She believed in participatory democracy – the idea that the movement belongs to the people, not a person; she said quote “Give people light and they will find a way.”   Ella Baker passed away on her birthday, December 13, in 1986; she is fondly remembered as the mother of the civil rights movement. 

In 2010, Governor Bob McDonnell of Virginia declared April Confederate History Month stating quote the “people of Virginia joined the Confederate States of America in a four year war between the states for independence.”  The Governor did not initially recognize plantation slavery in his declaration to recognize Confederate History Month. In addition Confederate History Month is annually honored by six states, Confederate Memorial Day is celebrated in seven states – including South Carolina – and there are additional holidays in honor of Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, and Stonewall Jackson.  

I bring your attention to these holidays to emphasize the ways in which various states across this nation honor the confederacy and those who defended plantation slavery while at the same time fail to honor the contributions of people of color and specifically women of color.  In a couple states there are activities to honor women of color such as Rosa Parks and Daisy Gatson Bates, but overall there is little recognition for women or women of color specifically.  Thus, a day in honor of Ella Baker would not only bring much needed attention to the contributions of women and women of color, but it would also recognize Baker as one of this nation's greatest activists who worked tirelessly to better the living conditions and opportunities for those less fortunate.  Ella Baker’s legacy is an important one to keep alive as it reminds us to honor the respect and dignity of all individuals.  She believed the movement was an important force, not just for the freedom of black people, but for all people.  Baker said quote “Even if segregation is gone, we will still need to be free; we will still have to see that everyone has a job. Even if we can all vote, but if people are still hungry, we will not be free…Singing alone is not enough; we need schools and learning…Remember, we are not fighting for the freedom of the Negro alone, but for the freedom of the human spirit, a larger freedom that encompasses all of mankind.”  After the event, I encourage you to visit our computers at the back of the room to sign the online petition in support of the creation of an Ella Baker Day. 
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So to honor that spirit and keep alive Baker’s legacy, we gather today for the 2014 Ella Baker Day.  Insert details of your event here. 
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